
Welcome to the Savoir Vivre 2010 Cruise 
Itinerary!

Firstly, allow us to introduce you Francois 
Everson, Savoir Vivre's legendary Captain 
and Tour Guide.

Francois and his charming partner, June. 
Together they will delight our guests in 2010!

Francois is one of the most experienced 
pilots and guides on the French canals. 
He started way back in 1986 on the 
Virginia Anne and from 1995 co-owned 
the very successful Saint Louis. His 
expert knowledge and relaxed style make 
him the perfect host.

In Francois' own words: 

“The concept of a less formal approach to 
barging really appeals to me. My love of the 
canals, especially these here in Burgundy, 
has never diminished nor has my 
enjoyment of showing visitors the best that  
this region has to offer. All in all, the Savoir  
Vivre appealed so much to me that it didn’t  
take a lot to persuade me to join the 
project.” 

He is joined by his charming partner, June. 
Her pleasant demeanor and natural ability 
to focus on what turns something "nice" 
into something "special" makes her a 
valued member of your crew!   

Brand new purpose built 
8 passenger vessel 

On shore evening dining 
at authentic local restaurants

Air conditioning 
and private facilities

Modern, comfortable surroundings 
with dedicated crew



SAVOIR VIVRE 2010 ITINERARY

SUNDAY: We'll Meet You in Dijon - Welcome 
Aboard!

Our captain will meet your party in late afternoon in 
Dijon - perhaps at the Rail Station (there are frequent 
TGV trains from Paris) or a local hotel. From there, 
you'll be chauffeured to Savoir Vivre at anchor in 
Fleury-sur-Ouche, a classic village nestled on the 
Canal de Bourgogne. There will be time to unpack 
and explore, helping you work up an appetite for 
your first on-shore dinner at a local, friendly and 
refined restaurant – “Auberge Les Gourmands”.

MONDAY: Fleury-sur-Ouche to Gissey - Wine, 
wine, wine!

This morning begin your cruise back in time through 
the unhurried and authentic Valley of the Ouche. 
You'll float past limestone cliffs, wooded hills and 
enchanting villages. The Savoir Vivre ties up above 
the lock in Saint Marie, wander into this ancient and 
charming village for a stroll. After lunch on board 
(always freshly purchased from nearby markets and 
gourmet food shops), we cruise for another hour and 
then enjoy the first of many excursions. 

Francois, your Captain, now becomes a trusted 
guide who will introduce you to the sights and 
history of Burgundy. You will be driven south to the 
famed Cote d'Or wine region. Your first visit today is 
to Chateau du Clos de Vougeot where wine was 
produced by Cistercian monks from the 12th century 
on. Examine the ancient wine presses and learn 
more about winemaking and life in that long ago era. 
Then it's back to present-day pleasures at a 
winetasting which introduces area vintages. Return 
to Savoir Vivre. Later you'll be transferred to dinner 
at the lovely nearby restaurant of “L'Eire du Temps”.

TUESDAY: Gissey to La Bussiere - Market Day 
in Dijon

After breakfast on board featuring village-baked 
pastries just warm from the oven, we head to Dijon 
to mingle with locals at the famed outdoor market. 
There will be time to look around the well-preserved 
Medieval old town and shop - think mustard! Then 
it's back to Savoir Vivre for lunch and an afternoon 
cruise through gorgeous scenery to La Bussiere-
sur-Ouche. Relax on deck or explore by bicycle - 
let's meet the barge at the next lock!  Explore the 
subtle charms of La Brussiere before preparing for 
dinner tonight at the restaurant highly regarded 
“Ferme de Rolle”.

WEDNESDAY: La Bussiere to Pont D'Ouche – 
Beautiful Beaune 

Take a moment to reflect this morning as we cruise to 
Pont D'ouche. After lunch aboard, sightseeing takes 
center stage as you head to enchanting Beaune - 
wine capital of the Cote d'Or. There's much to enjoy 
in Beaune; most important is the immaculately 
preserved Hospice de Beaune, a charity hospital built 
in the 15th century (and which treated patients until 
the early 20th century!). And there will be time to 
explore the shops or visit a cafe in the square. Return 
to the barge in late afternoon, then relax until we 
drive you to the nearby delight of “Auberge Saint 
Martin”, your restaurant for this evening. 

THURSDAY: Pont d’Ouche to La Repe - You've 
tasted wine, now it's time to taste cheese!

After a peaceful start to your day we visit Ferme de 
Poisset, an authentic cheesemaker. Yes, you'll learn 
and then you'll taste! After all, you are in France! 

Return to Savoir Vivre and walk the towpath or 
bicycle into a nearby village - or just relax on deck 
with a good book - as Savoir Vivre continues its 
journey on the historic Canal de Bourgogne to La 
Repe. Tonight you have a few options regarding 
your restaurant from the simplest auberge in 
magnificent Chateauneuf to the more opulent 
Chateau Sainte Sabine – it's your holiday and today 
is a nice day to set your own pace!

FRIDAY: La Repe to Escommes - Hilltop 
Medieval Village

After breakfast on board, we visit the lovely 
Medieval village and chateau of Chateauneuf-en-
Auxois perched high on a hill overlooking the canal. 
Explore on cobblestoned streets, peek into private 
gardens, and then tour the haunting chateau. 
Return to Savoir Vivre for a drink on deck and then 
continue our cruise into the Valley of the Ouche. 
Your final on-shore dinner is in the charming 
Hostellerie l'Auxois. Now is the time to share 
memories of your authentic encounters with the 
people, cuisine, wine and sights of Burgundy.

SATURDAY:  Escommes to Dijon - A Sad 
Farewell!

Depart between 8 and 9 am for your chauffeured 
transfer back to Dijon. After your final breakfast on 
board, it will be hard to leave Savoir Vivre! There 
are mid-to-late morning TGV trains from Dijon  back 
to Paris or perhaps you'll choose to rent a car for an 
onward journey. We hope to see you on Savoir 
Vivre again!


